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Let there be bilateral differences. But let us also find areas that are mutually beneficial and try to work on them
together

13

India and Pakistan just celebrated their seventy years of independence; during the occasion, there was
an individual introspection of the last seven decades in both the countries. One wishes, that there is an
introspection jointly of the last seventy years of our bilateral relations — what we have achieved, and
where we have failed.
The cynic in us would highlight that there is nothing to cheer about in the Indo-Pak relations during the
last seventy years. While it is easy to look back and analyse what has gone wrong between the two
countries at the bilateral level, it would be challenging to forecast how the next seventy years would be.
Given the current situation, perhaps, it would need courage to say what Indo-Pak bilateral relations ought
to be.
Much would depend on what we would want to do together and where we would want to go together.
Clearly, three distinct are three pathways could be identified for Indo-Pak relations for the next seventy
years.
Maintain the Status Quo: Neither full blown War, nor everlasting Peace
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The first option for India and Pakistan — is perhaps the easiest. Both countries do not have to pursue
any new strategy; continue what we have been doing for the last seventy years.
Between 1947 and today, during the last seven decades, we had four wars, numerous peace processes,
dialogues and summits — composite or otherwise.
The four wars between — were not totally devastating or absolutely brutal, as had been the case
elsewhere, for example in Europe. But, both have also not been entirely “civil” either, in terms of avoiding
a war path and converting the multiple peace processes into an everlasting one.
Different political paths have been pursued by India, Pakistan — nationally and internationally. Especially
with their partnerships with outside powers — either bringing the Cold War into the region, or providing
the space for outside powers to exploit our own fault lines.
In short, the above is a brief history of Indo-Pak relations during the last seventy years.
Replicate the Cold War: Get MAD
The second option for India and Pakistan — is to replicate the Cold War and pursue the policies of the
US and the erstwhile Soviet Union.
Both countries could give up the rhetoric of disarmament — conventional and nuclear — and work
towards a sub-continental MAD (mutually assured destruction); all that is required for both countries is to
expand the military expenditure, invest in sophisticated nuclear and missile programmes/platforms. And
give the hawks a prominent position in the national security decision making; from water to nuclear, they
would find enough means to exhaust this option.
If Washington and Russia used proxies to test the other during the Cold War, perhaps, India and
Pakistan should also explore that option. Why should the students of international studies pursue
numerous PhDs only on the Cuban Missile Crisis?
What we may need is a mega project that can transform India and Pakistan, just as the idea of the EU
brought Germany and France to work together and take the entire region forward under the initial
banner of the European Steel and Coal authority
Let there be few movies in Hollywood and Bollywood — perhaps even a sequel to Ben Affleck and
Morgan Freeman starrer — the Sum of All Fears.
Regionally (if not globally), let us be proactive — and build our blocs — political and military, as the US
and Soviet Union did. If we cannot build one, let us exploit the existing international structure and bring
them to our region. Let us explore regional NATOs.
The above is an option; the strength of this option, is the relative easiness to pursue. Let us expand the
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present terms of references and intensify, what we are doing already.
In simple terms, let us get mad and talk MAD.
Get Pragmatic: Work with each other
Third option for India and Pakistan — given the current divide and the nature of leadership and its
support base — is perhaps the toughest — to get pragmatic and work with each other. The first two
options are easier, when compared to the third one. However, this is attainable, not as easily as the first
two options.
Let both countries ask independently — does working with each other make us more secured?
No peace will be perfect and everlasting. Perhaps, there are some conflicts, which cannot be totally
resolved. Should that prevent India and Pakistan not to pursue the path, for the next seventy years?
Let there be irreconcilable differences between the two countries — for example, in J&K and in
Afghanistan. But, should it prevent the two countries from working on those areas, where the differences
are reconcilable? Worse, should it negate those areas, where working together will be mutually
beneficial?
Perhaps, what is needed is a mega project, which can transform India and Pakistan, as the idea of
European Union brought Germany and France to work together and take the entire region forward. It all
started with a European Steel and Coal authority. From being the epicentre of European conflicts since
18th century to the Second World War, Germany and France are leading Euro’s onward march today.
Perhaps, India and Pakistan could use a similar spark; there is enough on TAPI and CASA 1000 for the
region — that gas and electricity could ignite a similar process.
Let there be bilateral differences. But let us also find areas, which are mutually beneficial and try to work
together. Who knows — India and Pakistan may win the Nobel peace award for ushering regional
prosperity, well before 2087. That could be the third option for India and Pakistan.
The writer is a Professor and Dean at the National Institute of Advanced Studies (NIAS)
Bangalore. He edits an annual — Armed Conflicts in South Asia and runs a portal on Pakistan
— www.pakistanreader.orgPublished in Daily Times, August 20th 2017.
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